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Final Paper: DynaVox Technologies
DynaVox Technologies was first known as Sentient System Technologies, Inc. It was created in 1983 with the hopes of given individuals with speech impairment the power to speck. Sentient System Technologies, Inc later grew to become DynaVox Technologies. They have become one of the leading providers of AAC technology, helping and providing individuals with hope and advanced alternatives speech products.
DynaVox Technologies have created wonderful products that have helped users and their families with their communication needs. Two amazing products that I have researched from DynaVox Technologies are EyeMax System and the DynaWrite.
“The DynaVox EyeMax System makes the eye tracking access method available to people with a communication disability. It is comprised of two parts: a DynaVox Vmax and a DynaVox EyeMax Accessory. The EyeMax System allows augmented communicators to access their Vmax with a simple blink, switch selection, or by dwelling on a desired area of the screen (Gaze Interaction).” It was designed for individuals within a variety of conditions of all ages. The different conditions may include ALS, MS, brain injury, and people living with the effects of stroke, Cerebral Palsy, spinal cord injuries, and others.

The “EyeMax” is portable, contains its own internal barriers and can be used for a full day of work without recharging. The system also has supported languages in English, French, Spanish, and German. It can be operated entirely by the user without assistance once the system is setup and running. The user can change the settings, send and receive emails, calls, and text messages. They can browse the internet, self-program the device, and perform environmental controls. 

In order to have full control of system there are a few requirements the user must met. “They should be able to move their eyes enough to look up, down, left and right and have adequate vision to view the screen. The users must be able to gaze on all areas of the 12.1-inch Vmax display that is about 24 inches in front of the user’s eyes. The user must be able to focus on one spot for at least a brief period of time (Gaze Interaction).”
DynaWrite is an amazing keyboard-screen AAC device. It was designed for individuals with strong literacy skills who also enjoy the use of a computer keyboard.  The DynaWrite allows augmented communicators to easily create messages of any length or complexity, with or without wireless connections. It can easily be connected to the individuals’ computer for varies activities including emailing, word processing, and other applications.
The DynaWrite uses a built-in microphone and Voice Retention Technology from DynaVox. This allows it to bank up at least an hour of digitized voice recordings, such as desired phrases, expressions, or stories. This product also has a built-in spell checker, integrated keyboard, access methods include single switch scanning, and dual-switch scanning. Another fantastic feature is that the DynaWrite gives users control to access and run their television, CD, DVD player, phone, or any other item that can be operated with a remote control.
Both EyeMax System and the DynaWrite have helped people gain the power of speech and have given users the ability to communicate with around them. DynaVox Technologies has grown and hopefully will continue to provide excellent service and products for all those who are in need.
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